Do the prognoses of papillary and follicular thyroid carcinomas differ?
Our 44 patients with follicular thyroid carcinoma had a survival rate similar to patients of the same age and sex with papillary carcinoma. By matching our patients by age and sex, this study appears to show that the biologic behavior of differentiated thyroid carcinomas is better correlated with the age and sex of the patients than with the pathologic classification of papillary carcinoma or follicular carcinoma; therefore, it is unnecessary to distinguish between patients with papillary carcinoma and follicular carcinoma from a prognostic standpoint. A classification considering all well-differentiated thyroid carcinomas as one disease with behavioral variability due to constitutional factors such as age and sex should be adopted.